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From Saturday, February 1st, 2003 CBS NEWS breaking news coverage of the Columbia Space Shuttle 
breakup killing the crew of 7. STS-107 was wrapping up a 16 day mission in space, communication was lost 
at 9:00 A.M E.T, just 16 minutes before landing and breaking up over Texas. 


e Coverage runs from 9:31 A.M E.T - 9:35 P.M E.T 


THE STS-107 Crew: 

Commander: Rick D. Husband 

Pilot: William C. McCool 

Mission Specialist 1: David M. Brown 
Mission Specialist 2: Kalpana Chawla 
Mission Specialist 3: Michael P. Anderson 
Mission Specialist 4:Laurel B. Clark 
Payload Specialist 1: Ilan Ramon 
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procedures and ordered them to maintain to retain i should say all of their records translate for us what does 
that really mean the whole point here is to preserve the information that came from the shuttle if you're going 
to reconstruct an accident you have to know what the data was leading up to it and that's what they're doing 
and it's a complicated procedures you can see all of those screens those are computers that are all hooked 
up on a high speed fiber optic network it's an enormous amount of data from the shuttle all through the flight 
every second during the descent now one thing i'll point out russ is that at the point when they lost 
communications uh the communications were spotty and that's not unusual when you get a lot of heat 
around the orbit or a plasma builds up it builds up around the vehicle and sometimes it makes the 
communications to nasa's communication satellite overhead a little bit spotty and intermittent and i didn't 
think anything unusual of that at that point of course when they didn't re-establish contact is when you begin 
to get concerned of course now we're nearly 14 minutes past the projected touchdown time the shuttle's 
definitely not in the air at this point that's for sure it has definitely gone down somewhere we just we don't 
know the details are nowhere it is 9 30 here on the east coast want to remind folks why we have broken into 
programming this morning the space shuttle columbia was due to land at 9 16 eastern time this morning 
about 14 minutes ago mission control lost contact with shuttle columbia at 9 00 eastern time 30 minutes ago 
highly unusual as bill harwood says bill bill harwood standing by with us at the kennedy space center in 
florida let's go through and again want to plan to people that we know nothing officially just yet but let's kind 
of go through the possible scenarios here you do say there is a chance that the astronauts bailed out there is 
a bailout system on yeah there's a bailout system rust but i can't imagine them able to use it uh it would 
require a certain type of failure scenario that leaves the shuttle in a steady and controlled flight which means 
you still have control over the vehicle uh to get into a scenario where you 
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uh to get into a scenario where you listen to james harden securing all information and data and that's james 
hartsfield uh commentator mission control we did have some reports from witnesses in texas that uh one 
report to us via the internet indicated that this person saw debris in the sky similar to what we might 
remember from when the mere space station the russian mir space station re-entered the atmosphere a few 
years ago and broke up because of aerodynamic stresses uh but of course we haven't seen that ourselves 
yet so i can't i can't confirm that but that is what one witness reported catcher listening to the space center 
just to the mix of mission control is a moment ago let's let's go back again if we can through through the 
possible scenarios here the bailout system you say there's some issues involved in that you are convinced 
that the shuttle is not in the air right now what makes you so convinced of that russ the shuttle is a glider uh 
when it comes home uh it has some small maneuvering jets but it weighs 120 tons and it has no engines you 
know that's why they're so very careful in picking when they're going to land to make sure the weather is right 
because they can't fly around the orbit is set up so that it brings them right over the space center and they 
have to land it doesn't have the kind of lift that a large airliner does with bigger wings or whatever it drops like 
a rock and matter of fact a lot of astronauts describe it as a flying brick in that sense uh being 16 minutes 
past touchdown it's definitely not in the air there's no question about that it has no engines it can't stay in the 
air it will come down the issue is where and what happened and of course at this point uh this isn't a 
spacecraft that can just drop out of the sky and land at a runway between houston and florida the trajectory 
is designed to minimize heating and to bring them to one point and that's this runway at the kennedy space 
center uh in in theory i suppose in some contingency situations you could bank around and try for a runway 
somewhere else in florida but certainly that hasn't happened the radar system here would have picked it up 
within hundreds of miles of florida and they never did so it is not on a runway 
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they never did so it is not on a runway i can tell you that as we said this was a 16-day scientific research 
mission you you talked about some problems that the shuttle had on takeoff but during the mission were 
there any problems reported on board the shuttle not any at all as a matter of fact colombia has a reputation 
for being hard to get off the ground for lots of pre-launch problems but once it's in orbit no problems at all and 
that was the case here the space shuttle itself 


END 


